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WHAT ISBILINGUAL.EDUCATION?

"Bilingual Education" is a ptogram of study for schools which
includes:

The use of two languages one being English and the
other, a second language as mediums of instruction
for all or part of the school's daily schedule.

Participation by boiii English-speaking and non-
English dominant students.

Teaching of English and,the second language to all
participating students. /

Teaching supplemental English skills and concepts or
a language other than English as a SeCond Language
to students who, have limited English proficiency.

Study of the cultural heritage of 'all children in
American society with emphasis on those cultures
represented in the local schools.

GOALS OF BILINGUAL EDUCATION

To enable students with a primary or home language
other than English to learn in school using their
own language as a medium of instruction and to de-
velop glish skills in order to progress effectivelyi_E.n
thro gh the educational system.

To provide English -speaking students an opportunity
to learn another language and about other cultures.

TYPES OF BILINGUAL EDUCATION

A bilingual/bicultural education program can be developed in many
different ways, depending upon the ultimate results a school district
or community wishes to achieve. It is important to realize that
bilingual education is an on -going process which must affect students



Progressively over a period of years. The best results will be achievedthrough long -range plarining to accomplish goals clearly establishedat the o_utsit.

A school, district or community should consider several facitrsdetermining the nature of its bilingual/bicultural education program.Parents and educators should determine:

1. whethe a school curriculum will include all the various
language and cultures represented by students in theschool;

2, or which of those languages and cultures will be selectedfor inclusion and to what extent;

3. which type of program model or p grain goals parents
and the community will unde star and support,

4. ways in which various languages are actually being used inthe community; and

5. the availability of community resources in, the various
languages and cultures to be included.

The following types of programs and program models show the mostcommon basic approaches to bilingual/bicultural education. Each canbe adapted to a community's particular needs and goals by varyinghours, grade levels and program content as applicable.

Transitional Model

Strives to move the child from his native language to
English by the time he completes third or fouith grade;

Does not necessarily strive toward goals of literacy andfluency in both languages;

Corr ponds to a community's wish to shift to English;

4Gives little consideration to long-range institutional
development and support of the mother tongue.

Under a Transitional type program, students' native language is usedas the primary medium of instruction in grades 1 through 1 During
these years, increasing emphasis is given to teaching English as a

L.)



. second language. Decreasing ernphasis is given to tead'hing native
language oral'and literacy skills allihough native cultural ifnplications
are consideAd in all subject. areai: By grade 4 (or_any 'tither chosen.
grade level) students have been shifted to the use of English as the
medium of instruction for all subjects, and emphasis is on the
mainstream culture. No attempt is 'Rade to support native language
or culture in the school after the early years.

UPrIK

Oral and literacy skills

All subjects

ENGLISH

- All subjects

glish assecond language

Full Maintenance Model

Tries to develop all skills in both ranguages;,

Aims to maintain the dominant language while
encouraging the development of the minority angiage.

In aYull Maintenance type program, students' native language is used
as a medium of instruction for all subjects in grades I through 8.
In the early grades, English is taught as a second language. By grade
3 or 4, students are learning all subjects in both languages. Native
language oral and literacy skills continue to be taught, and cultural
content and relevance for both cultures are Lncluded in all subject
areas.

NUPIAQ

Oral and literacy skills

All subjects

ENGLISH

Alt subjects



Tries to teach fluency and literacy in both languages;

Restricts useof the native language to certain subject

matter such as that dealing with the. native group and its

cultural heritage;
t.

Maintains the native language and promotes literacy and

culturalgmwth through all grades.

a,rtial Maintenance = language other than English dominant

Undef a Partial Maintenance type prOgrvnin which a langtage other

than English is dominant, students' native language is used as a

medium of instruction for all subjects in the early grades. English

irpceives increasing emphasis as a second language, By third or-fourth

grade, English hassbecorne the Medium of instruction for all subjects.

Native language oral and literacy 'skills continue to be taught, and

culture and values related to that language are emphasized in such

sul3ject ,areas astistory, social studies, sciences and the environment.

Bretith.grade students should have developed good oral °and

literacy skills 'in both languages as well asfa broad understanding of

bath cultures.

Grade !I

level 5

.a 3 4 5

Hours of loatiretioa

Monoliterate Model

r

TitNARIA (Denaina)7

* Oral and literacy

Certain subjects

ENGLISH

All subjects

Partial Maintenance English dominant

In a Partial Maintenance type p ram in which English is the

studenteldominarit language, E l h is used as the medium of

histruttion for all subjects in the rly grades. Oral and literacy skills

in the lagguage other than English taught with increasin

emphisis, and culture and values related to that language are

considefed in such subject-areas as history, social studies:and the

environment, By eighth grade students should have developed good

oral'and literacy skills in both languages aswell as a broad under-

standing of both cultures.

GV/ITCHIN'

Qevelops speaking and comprehension skills [ri both',

English and the native language; teaches oral but not

in the native language;

Uses fluency in, speaking the native language as a link

between home" and school;

Pperally leads to language shift into English because the

ultimate goal is English literacy with no similar develop-
-A,

!pent in the native language.

2 3 4 5

Hours of fostnicHon

f
Oral and literacy skills

Certain subjects

ENGLISH

All subjects

Under a Monoliterate type program, students' native janguage is

used, particularly in the early grades, but only as an oralvedium and

thin only in appropriate subject areas. All writing is done in English,

thus English. linguage skills and Anglo culture increasingly come to

be emphasized in nearly all subject areas. After grade 3 or 4, this

type of program can be developed in a number of ways. In a Mono-

literate Transitional effort, no attempt is made to support the native

language or culture, Instruction shifts completely to the use of

English and to teaching Anglo culture. A Monoliterate Partial

Maintenance program would continue to teach oral but not literacy

skills in the native language. Since a Monoliterate program could be

developed in a variety "of ways, no program model has been provided,



WHICH STUDENTS CAN BE INCLUDED
IN BILINGUAL EDUCATION?

Students are assessed by using a parent questionnaire, language
observation checklists and when necessary language
assessment test. Based on the results of these tests students are
placed in categories A-F:

Gategory, Definition
A Students who speak language other than

English excluxivliy;

Students who speLk-rnostly' a language
other than nglish', but also some English;

Stude is who sneak a language other than
English and English with equal ease;

D Students who speak mostly English but
also speak a language other than En -sh-

Students who speak En0exclusively
but whose manner of speAing reflects
the gramrnatic0 structure of another.
language;.

\Students who speak English exclusively
but do not 'fit category E.

WHICH STUDENTS MUST. BE ENROLLED
IN BILINGUAL EDUCATION?

All category A & B students and C, D and E category students
who are underachieving as stated by State regulations must be
enrolled.

Category C, D and E students who a achieving at or above
grade level and F category students ay be enrolled in
programs but the district does not generate funding for these
students.



HOW ARE BILINGUAL EDUCATION
PROGRAMS FUNDED?

State support is provided through Alaska's Public School
Foundation Program. The funding level is determined by ihe

__number of days of services proyided to the various categoric
A-E, of bilingual students who have alsb been identified as
underachieving in categories C, D and E.

Districts may also receive funding through ESEA Title VII
projects from the ice of Bilingual Education and.Minori
Language Affair Washington,,D.C..

a

STEPS TOWARD DEVELOPING A
BILINGUAL EDUCATION PROGRAM

Needs Assessment

Assessing the language dominance and prOficiency of
limited English speaking students;

Identifying existing and_ dpotential commun
district resources;

Assessing and getting student and community inters
and support;

Examining program designs

CornmunityMarent Involvement

d options.

nsuring that school communications are translated
o thhome language(s) of the parents;

Accornm dating and encouraging the participation of
parent nd community members;

Identifying and selecting parents, community
members, and school personnel for the establishment
of a bilingual education program advisory board.



Program Design and Development

Basing it on the needs assessment;

Involving a committee of parents, community
members and district perionnel for progrun guidance
and recommenclations;,

Considering major-curricuium design decisionkas
outlined in the preceding parts.

Curriculum and Classroom Materiids.

Acquiring appropriate bilingual, bicultural
instructional materials.

Developing appropriate materialsif not avidable.

ie Training staff how to'develop and adapt materials or
to use existing materials effectively.

Staff Requbements

Providing new training for existing staff;

Hiring qualified admmistrative, instructional and
support staff;

.* Providing for career development for instructional.
staff if not fully qualified.

Program/Student Evaluation

Establishing on -going individual student pro

COnducting periodic and year-end progra
evaluations.



HOW CAN WE ASSESS OUR
BILINGUAL:EDUCATION PROGRAM,

Criteria of Excellence for Bilingual-Bicultural Education have
been developed by the Alaska Department of Ediucation. These
standards can be used as a guide for evaluating your mgram-
and to support nomination for validating a program as a
Promising Practice.

The Criteria can be used to gather data-for:
Establishing program go
Self-appraisal (school, district or community ,level)
Planning and evaluating federal programs
Disseminating information ,`

Validation of Promising Practices anCl:Vxemplary programs

For'copih of.these Criteria and information on the,procedures
for validating Promising Practices contact:

.Sandra Berry
Program Development and Dissemination Unit
Department of Education
Pouch F
Juneau, Alaska 99811
(907) 465-2814

FOR FUTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:

Program Manager
or

Mike Travis, Education Specialist
Bilingual-Bicultural Education Programs
Department of Education
Pouch F
Juneau, Alaska 99811
(907)465-2841. ,


